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Will Ofcom see sense?

fcom'’s consultation on charging for

aviation radio spectrum has the unique
distinction of having united every facet of the
business, from the airlines to the regulator to
the multifarious membership groups.
Whether the fact that opposition is solid at
100 percent will make any difference to
Ofcom’s plans remains to be seen.

AOPA's position remains unchanged —
however sedulously they try to disguise it, the
proposal is a blatant stealth tax
cooked up by the Treasury, which
is cock-a-hoop at having found
something new it can get money
out of. Ofcom has been detailed to
do the dirty work, and the
consultation exercise is an
embarrassing and irrelevant
legalistic necessity.

Ofcom’s original proposal to tax the
emergency services for radio use was
abandoned after a public outcry. It now plans
to charge £2,600 a year for an aerodrome
A/G service, £9,900 for ATIS and VOLMET,
and up to £19,800 for VHF digital links. The
result may be that hard-pressed aerodromes
give up their radios and revert to a signals
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square. Others will abandon pricey ATIS
frequencies, increasing congestion on active
frequencies. Either way, safety will be affected
— but Ofcom says safety is not its
responsibility. If its proposals create danger, it
says, it's up to the CAA to sort it out.

Martin Robinson says: “This is a stealth tax
pure and simple, and it will cause great and
pointless harm to general aviation. Ofcom in
its present form looks likely to be abolished
buy the new government, but that is small
consolation to those who will have to pay for
this nonsense for years to come.

“It remains to be seen how things will
have to be re-ordered to cope with the Ofcom
tax, but one thing is for certain — safety will
be hit.” ®

NATS drops two NDBs

ATS has announced the decommissioning of two Non Directional Beacons, at (LIC)
and Scotstown Head (SHD), effective from July 29th.

AOPA is seeking from the CAA’s Directorate of Airspace Policy a co-ordinated plan of
transition from terrestrial navigation systems to a space-based system, and these
withdrawals are ahead of any such plan being agreed.

Consultation by the CAA in 2008 established that there would be little impact on
operations in controlled airspace if en-route NDBs were withdrawn, and that while they
were useful for GA operations in IMC or marginal VFR outside controlled airspace, it was
thought that VOR/DME and GPS could take up the slack. Two waypoints, PEDIG for LIC
and PETOX for SHD, became effective on May 6th.

NATS En Route Limited, (NERL) the company operating the NDBs, now says it is
planning to withdraw five more NDBs - Henton, New Galloway, Westcott, Whitegate and
Woodley - beginning in 2012. NERL anticipates that Burnham, Chiltern and Epsom NDBs
will remain in service until around 2016, although these dates are subject to revision.
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